PATH TO FREEDOM

Good Evening | wish to thank all of the speakers he re before
me and thank you all for coming out here tonight an d
supporting this great endeavour.

| am here this evening because we are about to emba rk in the
making of the first feature length documentary on t he life and
times of Michael Collins.

We are making this documentary to give an accurate portrayal
of Collins, The Man, The Revolutionary and the sta tesman.

Also we will show that “The Path to Freedom” follow ed by

Collins and the men and women who he stood with, be gan
before Collins was born and the philosophy and netw orks which
lay at the heart of this Brotherhood, played a pi votal role in

bringing this Country from Famine to Freedom in a h undred
years of resistance against the goliath that was th e British
Empire.

At the very heart of this struggle was the simple u  nderstanding
that your life and the lives of your family from th e cradle to the

grave was a life of servitude and that your potenti al was
diminished by the basic human rights that you would never
have, because you were Irish.

In that reality when Economies falter and wars are waged
because of the lack of resource , those within soci ety who have
no rights, will bear the brunt.

This is what Collins and those before him, and with him
understood, Irelands perpetual faith within this e mpire was set,
unless they could change it.

» Path to freedom is their story and how they changed it.

» Path to Freedom is our Story.



PATH TO FREEDOM

In the mid nineties when | first saw Schindler's Li st | realised, along

with many other film makers that Documentary had be come the
new cinema, not because of the limitations in tradi tional films to
communicate stories but because of the desire in th e audience
to experience the truth and the reality of the circ umstance which

creates it.



PATH TO FREEDOM

What is the reality of the circumstances that creat ed this movement and Men
and Women like Michael Collins.

This photograph above is a reconstruction but it te lIs us all we need to know.

We see a man in an Economic prison helpless in his  abilities to stop the inevitable.
That he will soon starve to death and so will his ¢ hildren around him.

Not because of a potato blight or the lack of food available sailing out from
Irelands docks in its ton load, but because the foo d that this man grows in the
form of grain is paid to a landlord as rent and tho se that control this mechanism,

which he has inherited, consider profit more import ant than human life itself.

The emigration which was the final solution to this problem came about as a
cheaper alternative than simply feeding people. The feeding of the starving
would be paid for in the form of a tax placed on la ndlords. The avoidance of this

tax by land lords lay in the fact that You where st arving, you gained access to
food through the poor house by giving up your land.

If in the poor house you where to young, sick or we ak to work you would either

starve to death or be saved by those who sold the r emaining of their possessions
for passage to the new world if you where strong en ough to walk, for sometimes
days to the dock side. At least one in five of all deaths during the famine
occurred in the 130 poor houses that had been set u p, by the Irish Poor Law act

as far back as 1838.

To clarify the controlling mindset of the time the Ottoman Sultan Abdulmecid
declared his intention to send ten thousand sterlin g to Irish Farmers. Queen
Victoria requested that the sultan send only one th ousand because she had only
sent two. The sultan sent one thousand and five shi  ps of food, which the English
courts, tried to block but where secretly unloaded by the Ottoman sailors at
Drogheda.

No people to feed, no tax to pay. No food given tha t could not be earned. No
stifing of private enterprise. Profit and public opinion more important than

human life itself.

This is the reality of the circumstance.



PATH TO FREEDOMCOLLINS AS A BOY

In our documentary The Audience will first meet Col lins as a boy,
growing up in Clonakilty, with his father — played b y the Greatest
Actor of his generation — Niall Tobin — telling the y  oung Collins of
an Ireland that was once Great and could be again.

Collins was told first hand accounts of the famine and lIrelands
long struggle for independence. This effected Colli ns deeply - a
rare emotion in a young boy.

Denis Lyons, Collins’ school master and James Santr y a black smith
who was also an active member of the I.R.B infused in Collins a
pride of the Irish as a race.

| believe that Lyons thought of Collins as exceptio nal and this is
what Griffith intimates in hang up your brightest c olours.

The I.R.B (Irish Republican Brotherhood) is a secre t organisation
that is the beating heart of the Irish revolution. Beaslai who would

write Collins Biography, was also a member of this organisation
that Collins himself would become leader of, said t hat the I.R.B
actively recruited at an early age, Beaslai himself being recruited

as a boy.

Michael Collins father had also been a member of t he I.R.B.



a: Sam Maguire and team sits centre holding ball wghvo brothers to
his left.

PATH TO FREEDOM.ONDON

We will travel with Collins as a young man to Londo n, growing up
under the influence of the Gaelic revival.

The west Kensington post office savings bank in Lon don was an
active recruiting ground for the 1.R.B. The working atmosphere was
an open debating hall as the work could be done mec hanically
and conversation was never restricted. Every topic under the sun
was discussed debated and deliberated, an enhancing
environment for a young man who had no previous acc ess to a
higher education. ( Reference: Brown, So Far,43-46 )

From his induction into the I.R.B. at nineteen by S am Maguire and

Belton whom he met through the post office, Collins ends his
civilian life, but not its identity and takes an oa th to a virtual
republic, In London he is groomed, learning and hon ing the skills

he will later utilise with his fellow comrades to f ree a nation and
build a country.

The organisation of the I.R.B. demanded absolute ob edience from

its members that had infiltrated the very heart of English society at
that time. From top ranking Solicitors to Artisan  s. A plan, years
in the making.



PATH TO FREEDOMHE RISING

We will leave with Collins to Dublin. To join his ¢ omrades in the
rising that seemed to all around them including Col lins, a failure.

But for those that understood the inner truth, of w hat those after
them, would achieve - their lives sacrificed, so th at they could.

From the GPO we will hear the words of Sean MacDerm ott to
the soldiers lined up in surrender.

This is not the end, only the beginning, though I w ill not see it.
The rising was indeed a military disaster, which li es in the fact
that it is a disparate army trying to beat the enem y without

understanding basic rules of war. This is whatits eems to be.

By choosing a building as your HQ because it is the main
communications centre and not understanding the
geographical reason why it is there in the first pl ace.

Connolly made the assumption that capitalism would be put
before control and that Britain would not shell Dub lin. To me,
what is more incredible than any other military fac t is that they

lasted so long. This is what we will show.



In order to beat this enemy and win freedom Collins realised he
would have to employ all knowledge he had mastered, and
invent a new type of warfare.

Collins would do it.



PATH TO FREEDOM THE TURNING POINSTAFFORD JAIL

While imprisoned in Stafford Jail Collins befriends  J.J. McElligott
who together with Joseph Brennan would later head u p the
department of finance, and Collins, as we know, wo uld
become Minister of Finance in the first Dail, in Ap il 1919.

Joseph Brennan who helped Collins prepare the figur es for the
treaty negotiations, which Collins had a (so Called ) reluctance
to go to, worked in the Finance Division of the Chi ef Secretaries
Office in Dublin Castle, ( nNote: 1912-22 ) and provided exact figures
for Collins.

In this we see Collins’ abilities to identify and p  ersuade those he
deemed crucial in the building blocks of the Irish State.

On returning to Ireland from Frongoch prison in Wal es Collins,
Boland and McGarry rebuild the IRB. Its infiltrati on and
influence on the policies of Sinn Fein in particula r De Valera
becoming president, would lead to the first Irish G overnment
being formed however, COLLINS AND BOLAND must firs t meet
with Kathleen Clarke the widow of Tom Clarke, the | eader of
the rising and the former leader of the I.R.B.

Speech Notes:

Patrick McGilligan (a future Minister for Finance h imself) acted as the go-
between

McGilligan, McElligott and Brennan all attended Clo ngowes

McElligott later work with Brennan in the Departmen t of finance as Assistant

Secretary, later becoming secretary
Thomas Ashe and Diarmuid Lynch also active in this reformation of I.R.B

Thomas Clarke was not officially Rising Leader, how ever as symbolically
shown by the Proclamation signatures...Clarke has sen iority...most influential)



PATH TO FREEDOMNATIONAL LOAN

We now begin to understand Collins’ ability to mast er and
control complex and diverse roles.

As minister for finance he devises and raises the N  ational Loan
which Griffith Called one of the greatest achieveme nts in the
history of Ireland up to that moment.

Collins again at the heart of our greatest need, d ismantling
one government while building another.

Speech Notes:

By establishing the Irish Courts, and the framework s for the running of Government, Sinn
Fein demonstrates to the British Government, that ¢ apitalism would not suffer. ..look to
the global economic ramifications of the times and their obvious implications on
government policy.



PATH TO FREEDOMNTELLIGENCE WAR

Simultaneously Collins lives a clandestine life as director of
intelligence.

He controls and commands the loyalty of men and wom en
operating within two opposing intelligence systems.

Loyalty is the key to success and all that serve Co  llins know this.
They serve Collins, Collins Serves Ireland and no o ne gets left
behind.

Michael Hogan (1896-1920)Died Nov 21 st

Speech Note: Fourteen Irish Citizens Killed and ove  r Eighty Wounded:



PATH TO FREEDOMBLOODY SUNDAY AND THE IRISH PEOPLE

It is widely held that Bloody Sunday was THE calcul ated political

act that broke the British intelligence system and brought us all

to the treaty negotiations. This is not only inaccu rate but it

draws to it undue focus from the media away from th e bigger

picture behind Collins, De Valera, Griffith and the [.R.B. Supreme
Council, and in that, is its purpose.

The reason why | can stand here tonight and say thi S is because
we have startling new evidence which supports this. This new
evidence changes our understanding of the treaty ne gotiations

and gives us the real reasons why Collins wentto L  ondon and
why Eamon De Valera did not.

This does not in any way detract from the bravery o f those that
carried out the secret intelligence campaign for th e duration of
the war of independence. My own grandfather Command ant
Michael Duffy on the eve of Bloody Sunday gave orde rs to his
Brother Thomas Duffy my Great Uncle to meet with Vi nnie Byrne
and the other men of the Dublin Brigade and Squad t 0 carry
out their mission. In our documentary, we will show this mission in
its entirety following the reports in the military archives and also
the corrections made by first hand accounts, which we have
now been given permission, to share with you.

An important aspect of these missions that were the
culmination of hundreds of similar missions before them
illustrates Collins’ ability to instil a loyalty of  silence from all walks
of Irish life.

It is the butcher, the baker and the candlestick ma ker that has
defeated you in the end. The ability of the Irish people to
persevere and endure much. This is understood on bo th sides.

It is that flame of perseverance of the Irish which Collins ignites
and wages war with, to finally defeat the enemy.



PATH TO FREEDOMHE TREATY

In the Treaty Negotiations Our documentary will lay out what
was possible what was not possible, what was said a nd what
had to be said.

There are many that have jumped every single politi cal hurdle
in their career only to fail at the last. Lawrence of Arabia
learned that the British negotiation table was neve r as it
seemed.

He learned this to his detriment.

Collins the pragmatist knew this, he aimed not for an ideal that
would never be delivered in that moment but for the next step
along the path to freedom, the surrender of Dublin Castle all

sanctioned by the I.R.B on the day of signing.

Collins has learned from the greatest of all leader s that in order
to change everything you must first change one thin g.




PATH TO FREEDOMCIVIL WAR AND THE LAST MOVE

In the last months of Collins life he became Chairm an of the
Provisional Government while maintaining his role a S minister for
finance of Dail Eireann.

As THE MANUFACTURED Civil war commenced on the 29 th of
June 1922 members of the provisional government whe re
seconded for military service. The shelling of the four courts was

not Collins causing the civil war. It was Collins s  howing the British

Government that he would keep our end of the deal e ven if De
Valera would not.

Collins became commander-in-chief in July in order to protect
the state against internal and external forces that moved ever
swiftly toward him.

On 22nd of August 1922 at the age of thirty-one Michael Co llins’
life was ended. It remained shrouded in a great my stery of
silence, which has now been whispered to reveal the inner
truth.

In Collins we see a leader that can never be jaded. His

unshakable belief in Ireland and its people never f altered.
He took an Oath to Ireland and never broke it.

As a boy Collins was told of a path that was once k nown to all,
but was then hidden.

Collins searched for the hidden path.
Collins found the hidden path .

The Path to Freedom.

Thank you.

Noel Duffy

Wynns Hotel Dublin 3 @ February 2010






